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Welcome to

Chudleigh Knighton Heath

nature reserve

A special resident
The Heath is home to a very special

- resident — the narrow-headed ant.
This is the only place in England in
which the ant still lives. The closest
other UK colonies are in the
Scottish Highlands!

The history of the Heath

The Domesday Book of 1086 show the Heath as
common land on which villagers grazed ponies
and other animals. There used to be a stable and
pound on part of the land and in 1839 this was
rented by John Cator and Richard Sweetland who
had the right to round up stray animals and charge
a small fine for their release. If this wasn't paid,
the animals became the property of the
landowner, The Duke of Somerset.

Local people with commoners' rights could graze
cattle, sheep and pigs here, as well as remove sods
of turf for fuel and take small quantities of timber.
At one time gorse from the Heath was used for
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they bask in the sun, raising their body
temperatures before they go off to hunt for
slugs, worms and snails.

The Heath has a long history and is home to
some special wildlife including a very special
ant from which the trail gets its name.

During World War II, American soldiers were
billeted on the Heath in preparation for the D-
Day landings in 1944. Fuel dumps were created
and a searchlight was placed nearby. The remains

of these are still visible today. Take a few moments to get to know this

fascinating place before you start the walk.

Night time noises
Each summer nightjars fly to the
Heath from Africa. They come to
breed and raise a family. Their
wonderful camouflage makes
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and its local volunteers. To support the

charity’s work for nature visit
www.devonwildlifetrust.org
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